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, EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

Oct. 7, 1981
Local-Area

HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University Theatre will open its 1981-82 season
with the Homecoming production of "Oklahoma!" beginning Friday, October 16 at 8 p.m.
in the Theatre of the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
The musical comedy success that brought together the team of Rodgers and Hammerstein
2d --who subsequently gave the American theatre such classics as "South Pacific,"
"Carousel," "The King and I" and "The Sound of Music" --will be presented for a run
of six performances.
"Oklahoma!" was based on a play called "Green Grow the Lilacs," written by Oklahomaborn Lynn Riggs in memory and tribute to his childhood in that state when it was still
known as Indian territory.
It spins its plot around two triangles.

The main one depicts the wooing by a

handsome cowboy of a pretty farmgirl under the obstacle of her being pursued by a sourtempered hired hand who lives gloomily in a smokehouse surrounded by indecent photos.
The other triangle is the tale of Ado Annie Carnes, the girl who "cain't say no,"
her cowboy swain who comes back from a trip to Kansas City with glowing reports about how
"everything's up to date," and the Persian peddler who uses all his salesmanship tricks
to avoid marrying her.
Sal Viviano and Lee Ann Evans will portray Curly and Laurey, the couple who songfully fear that "people will say we're in love," and Dan Sullivan with Karen Bogt as the
cowboy wooer, Will Parker, and Ado Annie.

Frank Adducci will portray Ali Hakim, the

peddler; Ralph Ward will be seen as Jud Fry, the moody hired hand.
Others in the cast as principals from the Charleston area are Jeri Matteson-Hughes
as Aunt Eller; Jim Riordan, a member of the singing chorus; Marty Stanberry as Fred and
Maura Sullivan as Gertie Cummings.
-more-

ADD 1

"Oklahoma!" is a joint production of the departments of music and theatre and will
be directed by Gerald Sullivan with musical ulrection by Barbara Sullivan.
for the production will be rehearsed by James Krehbiel.

The orchestra

C. P. Blanchette and Nancy Paule

are responsible for the artistic mounting of the production with sets by Blanchette and
costumes by Paule.
An advance mail order campaign is in progress and tickets will be available at

the Fine Arts Ticket Office.

Ticket information can be obtained by phoning 581-3110.
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